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a Four hundred and fifty years after it had 
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JACK. “CADILLAC” TENREC, 
CONTRACTED TO TRANSPORT 
MINERS AND COPPER, ARRIVES er 
AT THE CALHOONW MINES { 

LATE IN THE DAY. 
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x \ W wi ye XIX I 
MLK rs ri il 


JACK! BOY Is IT 
GOOD TO SEE YOUu/ 
GET ME OWT OF 
OUT HERE NO ONE 

KEEPS TRACK. 


Ny 


LIFE OUT HERE ew 3 \\ 


GETS VERY FOCUSED 


ON WORK. IT'S LIKE 
. LIVING IN AN 
X ANTHILL. 


... WHEN HE 
GETS UP THE 


WHAT THE 
DIRECTOR MEANS 
TO SAY IS THAT WE 

SEEM TO HAVE RUN 
AFOUL OF ONE OF 
THE LOCAL 


AND THEN THERE'S 
THAT NASTY PROBLEM 
THE DIRECTOR'S GONNA 

HIT YOU WITH... 


Wi 


|. WISTERS I'VE GOT 
A DELIVERY OF NINE MEN 
FOR YOU. ONE SHORT, | REALIZE, 
BUT THERE WAS AN = AHEM — 
ACCIDENT ON THE 


A RATHER 
HUGE SH/VAT... 
A ROGUE... 
A MAN-EATER 
I'M AFRAID. 


ER... 
THIS 

Is MY 
ASSISTANT, 
STRUNK. 


oy 


Za 


LEZ: 


ps RE 
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ZZ 


NOW 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
YOU WANTED 
TO TALK 
WITH ME 
ABOUTZ 


HE RAIDS THE 
CAMP WITH INCREASING 
FREQUENCY.., THE MEN LIVE 
IN TERROR AFTER DARK. 


1 THIS MINE'S BEEN OPEN FOR YEARS & 
WITH NO ANIMAL PROBLEMS. THINGS LIKE 
THIS DON'T HAPPEN FOR NO REASON. THE 
SHIVAT HAD TO BE PROVOKED. SOMEONE 
> TOOK A SHOT AT HIM / : 


THE MATERIAL. LOSS HAS 
BEEN ENORMOUS... AND 

LAST WEEK WE LOST TWO 
MEN WHO HAD STRAYED 
TOO FAR FROM 
SHELTER. 


WE NEED 
AN EXPERIENCED 
HUNTER TO 
DISPATCH THIS 
MURDEROUS BRU... 


AH, GET OFF 
IT, STRUNK... 


MAY HAVE BEEN 
. SURPRISED 


il 
a 
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SS 


Y YEAH, R/GHT: AND I 
SUPPOSE IT'IS A COINC/DENCE 
THAT SHIVAT GONADS BRING IN 
MORE PER OUNCE THAN ANYTHING 
ELSE ON THE BLACK 
MARKETS 


Y DON'T USE THAT TONE, 
TENREC/ WE... THAT IS 4 
DIRECTOR WISTER..,GETS TOP 
PROOUCTION OUT OF THIS 
MINE/ HE SUPPLIES ALL THE 
CITY'S COPPER/ i 


TO YOUR... 


HE DOESN'T HAVE TO corel 


DON'T KID 
YOURSELF... THIS MINE 
OOZES COPPER. ANY MUCKER. 
COULD RUN IT, 


Bur IF YOU WANT 


YOUR MESS CLEANED 
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n UP, GET ME A GANG 
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HEY, YOU HAVEN'T MET THE HEY HAWNAH  \ —~ ie | 

WASSOON YET./ SHE CAME UP THE DUNDEE! ITIs HIGH F CMON OVER 4 

COAST NOT LONG AGO AND TOOK A TIME YOU WERE HERE/ THERE’S ~4 

PERVERSE INTEREST IN THE r ND USEFUL/ SOMEONE 1 WANT YOU 

CITY. LORD KNOWS WHY, BUT ¥ |: 
SHE SIGNED ON FOR THIS / 


a = Ue Ss 
LOOK AT 'EM. ALLTHIS COUNTRY, BUT 
WHAT THEY THINK ABOUT IS THEIR SHOVELS. 


WE DO WHAT WE HAVE TO,TENREC. SORE ABOUT 
NOT EVERYONE CAN AFFORD YOUR BES CLOUGH, HUH2 
: LOFTY VIEWPOINT. 4 


WELL, ONE OF THESE JOKERS TOOK ON 
SOME WORK ABOVE GROUND. BUT HE SOTCHED : E 
THE JOG AND NOW TWO MEN ARE DEAD AND / WHERE WE'LL DIG, 
HAVE TO OFF SOME POOR, DUMB SLITHER. 1K MUSTAPHA. 


BEST THEY STICK 
TO THEIR SHOVELS. 


C/MON ,MEN/ 


HE USES Ne FIFTEEN FEET ¢ 
R THIS PASS ALL ) DOWN By, ¥ 
Me THE TIME. SUNSETS , 


NOW, /F THE SHIVAT © » AND JF HE'S 


\ FOLLOWS HAGIT AND COMES CRAZED ENOUGH TO STUMBLE 


THIS WAY... = INTO THIS POOR EXCUSE 
- FOR A TRAP... 


BUT IF HE'S GOT AN OUNCE OF 
CRAFT LEFT IN ‘iM, HEL. 


CHANCE OF GETTING HIM 
BEFORE HE GETS us. 


AIM FOR 
HIS CHEST / 


| THINK y... ONCE | CATCH MY 
YOU SHOWED BREATH ILL LET YOu 
ME SOMETHING KNOW FOR SURE. 
THERE... 


LOOKS LIKE A WEATHERBY .460 
MAG / VERY RARE... CAN'T BE 
MORE THAN OWE AT THE CAMPS 


SHOT IN THE EYES 
THAT'S ENOUGH TO 
DRIVE ANYTHING 


ee WISTER / 


Ke ‘al HERES YOUR 
RS wiih . PROBLEM . 
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1 " UNLESS YOUR AIM HAS TTD TT) 
Me ll AT) IMPROVED RECENTLY, | iy 7/7 GV 
Wise WOULDN'T TRY ANYTHING, bie oy WZ 
ess : _ STRUNK. ¥ = 
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P-PLEASE... 
DON'T HURT ME 
DON'T K-K/LL 


‘ MY, MY "ve 3 ee y OTT 
GOT QUITE THE REP, uae YY BY THE WAY... Q 
HAVEN'T 1 2 TELL , g i y WZ YOUR SHIVAT CARCASS 
YOU WHAT... FORK OVER ‘ ‘ IS OUT THERE WAITING. 
THAT HANDSOME Gi ae ; ay ke v4 BETTER GET THE CHOICE 
WEATHERBY AND YOU i ~ VE PARTS BEFORE THE 
CAN KEEP YOUR < bh 4 —. VULTURES DO, 


AND YOU... YOU'D BETTER GET 
YOUR SHIP IN ORDER OR ! PROMISE You 
WON'T LAST MUCH LONGER. 


NEVER EXPECT 

ANYTHING OF 

THE CADILLAC/ 

JUST TRUST 
HIM/ 


: HERE... YOU SAVED OUR 
SKINS. THIS IS A GOOD GUN... 
YOU DESERVE IT. 


KIRGO/ SHEBA/ THE COPPER 
LOADED? ROUND UP ALL THOSE FOR 
THE COAST / 


If 
“ 
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{ 
VE 
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IT NEVER CEASES TO —_ TAKE STRUNK... 1M 
AMAZE ME... “PEOPLE DON'T NOTICE HOW SURE HE STILL FEELS NO 
THINGS SEEM TO ALWAYS », RESPONS/BILITY FOR THOSE 
A BALANCE OUT.” Tm TWO MINERS... 


“HE CERTAINLY DOESN'T [ NO, STRUNK HAS NEVER 
REGRET BLINDING THE FELT THE BALANCE... 
SHIVAT.” 


“HE NEVER LEARNED THAT 
SHIVATS ARE SOCIAL 


TWO-FISTED 
SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


| - 


Kitchen Sink Press ¢ 2 Swamp Rd. © Princeton WI 


The Spirit 7 
e p l rl Enclosed is $ for the items checked below: 
| ee | 12 issue subscription to The Spirit: $24 US / $27 
foreign. 
Ste Dy e C a n on 6 issue subscription to Steve Canyon: $36 US / $43 
y foreign. 
OO See a subscription to both fine periodicals: $60 US / $70 
foreign. 
For great story and art, While you're at it, send me a free catalog listing your 


other fine publications. 


nobody can beat Milton 
Caniff and Will Eisner. And, 


5 3 ee MC / Visa No. Exp. 
each issue of The Spirit and 
Steve Canyon features the ar- Name 
tists talking about their work. 
; ! Address 
Subscribe now! 
City State Zip 


From Kitchen Sink Press 


Use this coupon or list on a separate sheet of paper 


Also from Kitchen Sink Press: 
Two more bi-monthly books of 
thought provoking speculative fiction 
you ll want to enjoy! 


SCNDER 
WORLES 


\ On the fringe of the known 
universe, smugglers and rebels 
fight the authorities, and they’re 

all going to collide 

with a planet. 


What’s a reasonably 
honest woman to do? 


Donald Simpson’s 
Border Worlds. 
Bi-monthly from 
Kitchen Sink 

Press. 2 


Oe fas 
<r 


| 
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Pictured below is the third issue 
cover of Alien Fire, by Eric 
Vincent and Anthony F. Smith. 
Is Alien Fire the best resear- 
ched and most action packed 
science fiction story in comics 
history? Read it and find out! 


SOMETIMES A NEW IDGA CAN BE A GOOD 
THING, SOMETIMES, IF PUT TO THE TEST 
AT THE WRONG TIME, AN IDEA CAN 
RESULT IN DISASTER! THE SAME CAN 
BE SAID OF YOUR ACTIONS 1:1 SOMETIMES 
WHAT ONCE APPEARED FORTUITOUS CAN 
COME BACK TO HAUNT YOU. IN THE 
UNFORGIVING XENOZOI® IT MAY EVEN 
Alte you! 


IN THE HIGHLANDS WEST OF THE CITY, 
JACK AND HANNAH SET A TRAP. BuT 
SOMETIMES THE TRAPPER BECOMES THE 
TRAPPED! ar 
i” d (Fa 
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THAT'S IT! THE LOGS 
ARE ALL IN PLACE. ALL 
YOU HAVE TO PO TO 
SPRING THE FALL 

\S HIT THE TRIGGER. 
ALTHOUGH WHY 
ANYONE WOULD 


HANNAH 
THINKS CAN, | 
WE MAY PROMISE 
BE ABLE TO} you'LL 
DOMESTI- / THANK 
CATE ME. ONE 
THEM, OF THOSE 


IF WE 


EVEN WANT TO |! HAVE MY BEASTS 
TRY AND CATCH DOUBTS... CAN CAKRY 
A MAMMOTH FIVE TIMES AS 
ESCAPES J MUCH AS AN 
ME! OVERLAND AND 


CROSS TERRAIN 
A MACHINE 
NEVER COULD, 


WHATEVER! 
WE'RE GOING TO RETURN TO 
THE HUNT! WE'LL SEE you Y, 
SOON- AND BE CAREFUL! you f 
NEVER KNOW WHAT YOU 
MIGHT RUN INTO 
XK OUT HERE. 


Y'KNOW, THIS 1S AN So you say, “—~] | .., AND THEY'VE GOT LONG MEMORIES, WHICH 
AWFUL LOT OF WORK / THIS LEDGE WILL DO. MAKES THEM REALLY DANGEROUS. 
FOR AN IDEA THAT WE'RE DOWNWIND AND WE'LL 
CAN'T WORK! MAM- ) I'VE GOT A CLEAR FIND OUT, JACK. WE KNOW THAT ONE LONE 
MOTHS ARE TOO SHOT AT THE TRIGGER, | | BULL HAS BEEN FREQUENTING THIS BOX 
ORNERY TO BE OF NOW WE WAIT. | | CANYON'S WATER HOLE. WITH ANY LUCK 
ANY USE... HE'LL RETURN TODAY. 


Y'ANOW, ALL 
DAY I'VE FEL 
LIKE WE'VE 


ANP ANOTHER THING... | DOUBT] |... CAN'T SHAKE THE FEELING IT DOESN'T LOOK LIKE 
OUR TRAP CAN HOLD A 4 |WE'RE BEING WATZHED,,. WE'RE GOING TO HAVE 
: : ANY LUCK TO... 
SHH! 


WE'VE GOT 
commany! 


eed ais 


HANNAH'S SHOT SPRINGS THE TRAP, 


QUA HOON! WE GOT HIM! LOOK AT 
THE SIZE OF HIM! 


MY GOD, JACK MUST BE 
IN SOME UGLY TROUBLE! 
WHAT HAPPENED ? 


WELL, WELL! WE MEET AT LAST, TENREC. 
WRENCH TERHUNE WAS My BROTHER ! 
YOU OUGHTTA ” 

REMEMBER HIM-- 

YOU KILLED HIM 

LILE A DOC! 

WHAT GOES 

AROUND COMES 

AROUND! Ly 


YOU CAN STOP PLAYIN! POSSUM NOW! | KNOW 

yOu'RE TOUGHER THAN THAT! YOUR LEG'S 

MASHED UP PRETTY BAD, THOUGH, STILL, YOU'RE 

A HELLUVA LOT BETTER OFF THAN YOUR 
RIDER 1S DOWN BELOW... 


yOu AIN'T GONNA BE NEEDIN' YOUR 
HEAT, TENREC. MUCH AS IT MAy SURR- 
PRISE YOU, I'M NOT GOING THROUGH 
ALL THIS TROUBLE FOR REVENGE! 
IT'S YOUR WHEELS | WANT... 


HEY, SOUNDS LIKE BIG BOY DOWN 
THERE HAS FOUND A GIRLFRIEND! 


OHHH 1, DON'T WASTE YOUR TIME, TENREC! | RAN 
OUT OF AMMO FOR THE REVOLVER LONG AGO. 


TROUBLE \s, | DON'T KNOW HOW TO 

DRIVE AN OVERLAND. THAT'S WHY 

YOU'RE WORTH MORE TO ME ALIVE. 
WELL THERE'S MY LITTLE 
BEALTY NOW! LET'S... HEY! 


ON A BUM LEG! 


COULDN'T BEAR TO GET RID OF HER, THOUGH 
uw. ALWAYS KNEW SHE'D COME IN HANDY 


SOMEDAY! HAR, HAR! 


i, 


JACK STRIKES 


. AND GRABS TER 
HUNE'S SPARE 
PISTOL ! ee 


Now, Now! YOU'RE NOT GONNA GET FAR 


‘ 


BUT BEFORE WE GET BACK TOTHE BUSINESS 
AT HAND, | THINK YOU NEED 
TO LEARN A LESson! 


SO THIS IS THE END... GORED TO 
DEATH BY MY SCIENCE PROTECT! 


af 


< 
sf 


1 GUESS ANY ANIMAL THAT NASTY AND CLUMSY HIS CADILLAC IS STILL HERE... 
ISN'T SUCH A HOT CANDIDATE FOR DOMESTICATION 4 UH-OH/ SOMETHING'S 
AFTER ALL. ; : COMING THIS WAY! 
NOW WHAT THE HELL LA =f. = 
HAPPENED TO JACK? y, 


WwMin, NW ih 


DRIVE, TENREC. 
TEACH ME HOW 
TO DRIVE. 


We 


‘LA 
Pra Nba 


I'M A FAST GOTTA TRY SOMETHING 1 BET YOU WONDER WHY WE WERE TRAPPING THE BIG 
LEARNER, ee ANYTHING ! 


sy WOOLLY. YA SEE, THE GIRL'S A PROPHET... YOU'VE 
TENREC, THIS HEARP OF THEM? SHE TALKS WITH ANIMALS... TUST 
SHOLLON'T YOU'VE MADE A HAS TO TOUCH 'EM AND - BANGO!- THEY LINDER- 
TAKE LONG. G#F BIG MISTAKE, TER- STAND HER... FRIENDS FOR LIFE! SHE PROBABLY 
‘% HUNE! ee HAS THE TUSKER ON YOUR TAIL ALREADY/ 
NOT D ! 


HE'S NOT BUYING THIS... 


* H | / a MW: mM i 
Fs Wr lam 
Ww Wu a) = B 


1 AIN'T BUYIN, TENBEC, BESIDES, NO MAMMOTH yp! BULL! You'P HAVE EMERGENCY 
you Giry FOLK HAVE COME CAN OUT PACE CANS IN THE BACK SOMEWH., 
uP WITH SOME STUFF | AN OVERLAND & ZCHORKESE 
AVMIT 1 DON'T LINDERSTAND, OVERA -( THE TUSKER/ 

BuT THAT'S TUST DISTANCE. ES IT'S TRUE! 
FLAT OUT LAME! >. < 


OH, FOR ERYIN' OUT LouD/ F 
FASTER! CAN'T, TERHUNE! THEN STOP THE 2... YOURE 
HE'S GAININ'/ ANY FASTER ON THIS MACHINE / CRAZY! you 
GO FASTER! TERRAIN AND WE GUESS WE'LL HAVE ZAN'T DROP A 
BusT AN AXLE! TO Sit TIGHT TILL / A MAMMOTH WITH 
WE CAN'T OUT RUN 1 CAN PRAWA THAT PEASHOOTER! 
HIM! 


yw 


" 
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MAYBE — MAYBE NOT. SAY GOODBYE, 
TEnNREec! 
BUT YOU'RE NOT GOING TO 
BE AROUND TO FIND OUT/ | 
THINK | CAN DRIVE THIS 
THING NOW... AND YOU'RE 
A NUISANCE ! 


YOu'VE BEEN BACK ANYWAY, WE'VE GOT yw HEY, LET'S 
THERE ALL ANOTHER LARGE JUST HOPE | WAS 
SETTLE DOWN. HE WASN'T ALONG PROBLEM! YOU WERE WRONG ABOUT 
COING TO ACE YOU WHILE You ( AND you RIGHT ABOUT THE TRAP BEING ABLE TO 
WERE PRIVING. AND THE WAY WAITED NOT BEING STRONG OuT RUN HIM! 
YOU DRIVE, / WASN'T ABOUT TO TILL is ENOUGH... AND ABOUT 
RISK A SHOT! TitL.| | HIS MEMORY! 


“3 Os! 


ES*GAM 


HE'S COOPED US UP 
FOR AIOWURS NOW. CAN'T 
WE DO SOMETHING... 
TRANQUILIZE HIM2 


LOOK AT IT THIS WAY... 
WE DETAINED A/M, NOW HE 
GETS TO DETAIN US. 
ITS ONLY FAIR. 


x’ 


i 


2s 


AND CART HIM A 
IN WHAT ? 


HEL 
EVENTUALLY FORGET 
ALL ABOUT Us. ‘ 


Y'KNOW, YOU REALLY = 
CARRY THIS “BALANCE” CRAP JR 
TO EXTREMES. % 


THEM'S THE 
RULES... 


: Wl : 
RN galanin 


Sa 


x 
S 


INKS: STEVE STILES 


AS LONG AS WOULDN'T EVERYONE HOLDS 
WERE STUCK IN HERE YOu LIKE TO you IN SUCH HIGH 
WHY DON'T you LET SEE THE REGARD... AND YOU 
ME SHOW YOU GEOTHERMAL OBVIOUSLY CAN MAKE 
THE PLACE ? FURNACE ? (Od YOUR OWW RULES... 


'D RATHER 
SEE WHAT MAKES 
you SUCH A 
BIG SHOT, 


em 
WELL, THE TRIBE NEEDS Som... AND NOT BUT YOU GET SOMETHING 
SOMEONE TO TAKE THE Vay MANY RISK-TAKERS IN RETURN...? 
RISKS IN THIS CRAZY QAR Asan... 

C/V/C-MINDED 


THESE LITTLE BEAUTIES!’ 
EXTRACTED FROM ANCIENT 
WAREHOUSES DEEP IN THE CITY, 

REPAIRED AND MODIFIED BY ME/ 

IF | HAD MY DRUTHERS, 

''‘D WORK ON 'EM 


Yj AZZ 


HMMM.., STRANGE THAT SOMEONE SO WELL, WE BuT NOW IT'S 
CONCERNED WITH BALANCE WOULD , ALL HAVE 4 YOUR TURN...WHAT'S 
BE WORKING WITH MACHINES OUR LITTLE YOUR STORY = WHAT'S 

THAT HELPED IGNITE : : QUIRKS..- f KEEPING A WASSOON 

THE GREAT . — 

CATACLYSM. 


THE THUMPING’S 
STOPPED! 


“ a 1 GUESS YOU CAN 
SHEBA/ HANNAH'S t 6ET BACK TO THE 
FRIEND HAS LEFT? : CITY NOW... «UNLESS MAYBE You'D 
LIKE TO GO FOR A RIDE... 
ABOUT HALF AN G =a A CEISURELY RIDE. 
HOUR AGO. WHAT 
HAVE YOU TWO BEEN 
UPTO? 


CLIFF’ 
: BUTTE! 
GAS UP THE ‘SO 
COUPE DE VILLE 


| COULD GET 
VERY FONO OF 


THIS BUGGY. 


YEAH, THESE 
BABIES WERE THE 
41GH POINT OF TWENTIETH 
CENTURY DESIGN... QUALITY 
WENT DOWNHILL FAST IN 
THE LATE YEARS. 


UH... RIGHT, TACK. 


LIKE TO LEARN TO 
DRIVE THIS THING. 


USSESS 


\ N 


Viasat \ 


| NEVER 
DREAMED ANYTHING 


COULD MOVE THIS 
AST / 


“ WHOA! SLOW DOWN. ~* 
WE'VE GOT LOTS OF TIME 
AND 


THAT'S ONE OF 
MY MODIFICATIONS / 
ITS STRANGE THAT 
PRE- CATACLYSMIC 
MAN NEVER 
DISCOVERED THE 
POSSIBILITIES IN 
SL/ITHER 


LOOK OVER 
THERE/ 


@/G HERD OF 
MACKS / 


WELL GIVE EM A WIDE BERTH. 
THEY CAN BE TOUCHY / 


w\ 
SRO 


THOSE WOUNDS... HE MUST HAVE HAD 
A RUN-IN WITH THE MACKS AND DRAGGED 
HIMSELF HERE TO DIE. 


= : y iil 
7 Alen 
Nr‘ f \ 


LOOK/ SOMETHING 
BIG MUST HAVE DIED / 


A y 
*y ; 
on (VF 


WANDERING 
MAMMOTH 


BY THE TIME WE HEAD BACK THIS 
WAY THE SCAVENGERS WILL HAVE 
PICKED HIM CLEAN. 


HE NEVER 
SHOULD HAVE DIED 
‘ HERE. 


NOT NOW. THERE'S WHEN ONE OF THEM COMES 
OH, ONE HELLUVA STORM i! j TEARING ACROSS THE FLATS, < 
COME ON, BREWING IN THE WEST. W LOOK OUT! THE ARROYOS FLOOD FASTERN 
JACK... : YOU'D IMAGINE POSSIBLE. WE 
LET ME aes ? ia GOTTA HURRY BACK. 


DRIVES 


PE ARE YOU C'MON, JACK/ LET'S SEE you'RE CRAZY! 
SAYING THE STORM ¥ Y JusT HOW GOOD IT IS/ LET THE ! DON'T TEMPT FATE FOR 
MOVES FASTER ; STORM PULL EVENS IT'LL BEA CHEAP THR/LLS / 
% THAN THE STRAIGHT-LINE RACE BACK 
CADILLAC? f ; TO THE GARAGES 


sj) 


R C'MON... DON'T YOU YOU DON'T BELIEVE YOU CAN 
WHY EVERYONE THINKS YOU'RE WANT TO SEE WHAT YOUR BEAT IT, DO YOU 2 
SUCH A 8/6 MAW ? ¢ PRIDE ANO Joy 
} CAN DO? 


SS 


err Ze re ly; (2 


“Se OMT ALRIGHT! ALRIGHT! WE'LL 
“SEE JUST WHAT 1 CAN DOS ITS 
YOUR FUNERAL, TOO/ 


Dijiff PUNY) 
TH, 
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BUT THE STORM INEXORABLY GAINS ON THE STRAINING 
CADILLAC. JACK CURSES HIMSELF FOR A FOOL 


OP OE F 
aa 72 
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SS \\\ RURKINSS WINS SSS 
MAX — 


\\ 
SSS VISIBILITY DROPS TO ZERO AND THE 
\ , MAD CONTEST IS SUDDENLY OVER. . 
SF \\e 
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--- BUT ALL THROUGH THE LONG, RAGING 
NIGHT NO DEGRIS CRUSHEO THEM... 


f > \ Ns 2 JAN 
THEN THE FLOOD WATERS HIT THEM... S 
id; RL . SN RB ONO MUDSLIDE SWALLOWED THEM. 
b cx ¢ rs Be , Z z Nf 


LEE TELE TIA. 
v4... SOMETIMES IT SEEMS NATURE 
THAT JACK SAW THAT DESPITE ALL BENDS THE RULES. 
HIS EXPECTATIONS... 
4 F , es ad dg 
Moje wh) Poe: 
PAV Wy) ~Y 
1 
‘4 
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TOO HOT TO HANDLE! 


Xenozoic Tales is nice—very nice. All 
the copies of your comic sold out at the 
- local comics store within fifteen minutes of 
arrival; this as the shipment was being 
sorted on the counter. Xenozoic Tales 
never even reached the stands! 
Xenozoic Tales pays wonderful 
homage to the classic comes of the 1950s. 
It does so not just in the images themselves, 
but with an excitingly eclectic art style that 
reminds one of the artistic giants who work- 
ed for EC during that decade. And what 
‘50s comic would be complete without 
dinosaurs? Xenozoic Tales achieves the 
gestalt of an earlier decade, however, 
without being even slightly derivative. 
Good luck! 


Charles Van Meter 
PO Box 761, Greer SC 29652 


Thanks. It’s good to know that XENOZOIC 
TALES is receiving a pretty darn good recep- 
tion, not only in Greer but in other places as 
well. Retailers (and single copy buyers) should 
remember that if they run out, their 
distibutors should have a supply in back stock. 
If the distributors don’t have them, we still 
have a limited supply of XENOZOIC TALES 
No. 1 left. 


TOOK CHANCE, GLAD HE DID 


I read a lot of comics, but I rarely find 
the time to write letters of comment. I’m 
making an exception for Xenozoic Tales, 
mainly because I enjoyed it a lot more than 
I thought I would. 


When I spotted the book, I took a. 


chance on it solely because of the art, 
which is something I rarely do, but at first 
glance (second glance, too), your style 
showed a heavy influence from Wally 
Wood, one of my all-time favorites, with 
(maybe?) a touch of Rand Holmes thrown 
in for good measure. Both are fine by me. 
This art style (I won’t say ““Wood’s style” 
because I don’t mean to suggest you’re a 
“‘clone”’ artist) works well for both of the 
more striking subjects in the book, namely 
dinosaurs and beautiful women. 

I’m glad that you’ve decided to 
showcase “‘good girl art’’ rather than use 
the direct market to flash ‘“‘cartoon boobs” 
all over the place. Although my own tastes 
run the gamut from Golden Age Jingle 
Jangle Comics to the undergrounds, | think 
you’ve a better chance of achieving a wider 
circulation if you avoid a ‘‘mature readers” 
advisory. The industry is becoming more 
and more paranoid lately, and with the cur- 
rent negative feelings concerning the black 
and whites, we need all the help we can 
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get! As a writer, I’m adamantly opposed 
to censorship of any kind, but to my mind 
that doesn’t necessarily mean that creators 
should operate without a bit of self-restraint! 

Sorry I got off the track. I was about 
to compliment you on the storyline. First 
of all, I like the occasional use of the 
shorter, two or three stories per issue for- 
mat, partly because it reminds me of the 
days of my youth when most comics 
operated with the same format, and partly 


because I feel I’m getting more stories for . 


my money. Too many writers feel that they 
absolutely cannot tell a good story in less 
than twenty pages. They should read more 
stuff by Will Eisner. The mix here of 
humans and dinosaurs has always been a 
cute idea, but your treatment was a bit bet- 


ter than some others I’ve seen. ““The Op- . 


portunists’’ had a nice twist to it, and it 
was nice to see that Hannah was chosen 


ambassador for something other than her 


bust size. ‘Law of the Land” was a bit 
grittier, but I found Tenrec’s treatment of 
the situation to be fair under the cir- 
cumstances. I hope Hannah can live with 
it as well as I can, especially since the 
earlier flash of sparks between her and Jack 
promised —or at least implied — something 
for the future. 

Good luck with the title. I'll be anx- 
iously awaiting issue 2, and hope you'll 
stick to your bi-monthly schedule. 


David M. Lynch 
Southbridge MA 01550 


Will Eisner is, in fact, a storytelling in- 
fluence of Mark Schultz’s, as is Milton Caniff. 
While XT is an “all ages” title, it wasn’t 
specifically planned that way, but rather grew 
out of Schultz’s influences from the above 
gentlemen. While never explicit in their more 
classic work, both Eisner and Caniff deal with 
love and sex im a straightforward manner and 
do not shrink from using it when a story calls 


for it. The format of XT also allows Schultz - 


to provide background for his bizarre world 
within the frame of the short story, and does 
not require the reader to have every issue 
from No. 1 to make sense of the thing. Not 
that we’d mind if readers, through their own 
good taste, followed each issue avidly. It may 
happen that longer stories will be published 
in XT, but the intention is to make them self- 
contained. David Lynch has written stories for 
MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E. and THE BIRD, by 
the way. 


IMPRESSIVE ISSUE 


The first issue of Xenozoic Tales was 
impressive indeed! These stories truly 
deserve the title of tales: tight plots, wide 
range of characterization, and most impor- 
tant of all, boundless adventure in plausi- 
ble surroundings. The panorama of human 


expression provided by Mark Schultz 
makes this comic a joy to read. And let’s 
not forget the dinosaurs! Yeah! The revela- 
tion of Hermes’ identity was a real hoot, 
especially when coupled with his sniffing 
Jack’s crotch in ‘“‘An Archipelago of 
Stone.”’ All I can say is: this was one killer 
issue, another gem in the Kitchen Sink 
crown. 


Greg Hohnholt 
338 Pitcairn Rd., Bricktown NJ 08723 


NOT PATRONIZING 


I just read the first issue of Xenozoic 
Tales, and | liked it quite a bit. Among 
the things I particularly liked were: 

1) The clever title, which first attracted 
me to the book. 

2) The art, which, as is regrettably not 
the case for the offerings from many 
publishers, looks good reproduced in black 
and white. 

3) The setting in which the stories took 
place, so complex and meticulously con- 
structed that it pays to hunt for details in 
it. For example, I noticed that all of the 
animals I could identify lived, if not at the 
same time, at least approximately in the 
same place: North America. (Actually, I 
don’t know about the Mosasaurs, but I im- 
agine ocean-going lizards could reach just 
about any continent.) 

4) The overall style of the book, which 
doesn’t patronize readers—no cute foot- 
notes defining potentially unfamiliar terms 
or putting names to the exotic fauna. 

However, as much as I enjoy not being 
patronized, the first issue left me with a 
couple of questions. I had no trouble iden- 
tifying the Titanotheres and 
Parasaurolophuses in the third story, and 
I’m willing to be someone else’s life that 
the head-chomper in the first story was one 
of the smaller species of Allosaurus, but 
what were those Rock Hoppers that 
Claugh slaughtered toward the end of the 
book? I was tempted to guess Coelophysis, 
but I think the body is too heavy and the 
neck too short. Also, so I can appreciate 
what is no doubt a brilliantly evocative 
description in the opening caption, what 
in heaven’s name is a stromatolite? 


Paul Emrath 
5075 N. 83rd St., Milwaukee WI 53218 


Stromatolites are structures formed by blue- 
green algae, the oldest known form of life on 
Earth and the organism to first “discover” 
photosynthesis three billion years ago. From 
the Audubon Society’s “Field Guide to North 
American Fossils”: “Stromatolites begin to 
grow when a layer of filaments of blue-green 


algae binds sediment together to form a felt- 
like mat. The algae also deposits calcium car- 
bonate over the mat. The filaments growing 
through the mat form a new layer that in turn 
binds more sediment.” Survivors of this liv- 
ing structure occur off western Australia in 
our present world. As for the dinosaur, it is 
an artistic version of a possible ancestor of 
Coelophysis. Finally, while all the saurians 
and animals depicted did indeed exist in 
North America, itis not necessarily true that 
XT will be bound by the laws of place (and 
certainly not time). It is Schultz’s plan to have 
animals from different eras and possibly dif- 
ferent regions co-exist in one biosphere. That 
doesn’t mean that anything goes. In any one 
region in this system, a chief predator might 
prey on animals from another era—but as the 
name implies, there would only be one “chief 
predator.” In other words, we won't be faced 
with the vexing problem of who’s tougher, a 
Tyrannosaurus or a sabre-toothed tiger? 
Naturally, the human species will always 
enter this equation, which will probably keep 
the whole thing interesting. Glad you enjoyed 
the first issue; hope you stick around for more. 


TWILIGHT ZONE OF COMICS 


I feel like I just read a cross between 
a Dave Stevens story anda Wally Wood 
EC! Extremely wacky! I look forward to 
seeing more of this future...and your rich 


detail in depicting it. Good luck. 


Ed Catto 
Newton MA 


WEAK STRUCTURE? 


As I read No. 1, a voice in the back 
of my mind screamed ‘1950s! 1950s!” 
My mind sometimes plays strange tricks on 
me, but this time it seemed to make a weird 
sort of sense. E:ven though it is set in the 
future, the style in this mag is reminiscent 
of ‘50s sci-fi. The name ““Wally Wood”’ 

_ seems to come to mind, too. And I like 
it! It’s clean and crisp. Plus, the ‘‘nostalgic”’ 
feel gives it a homey, familiar aura that 
helps to offset the more fantastical aspects 
of it, thus lending it a measure of 
believability and involvement. 

I only have one issue from which to 
judge things, but so far it appears to me 
that the society portrayed here is highly 
unlikely to exist in 500 years or so. Things 
appear very much like they are in the 
20th century as far as fashions and 
technology are concerned. Surely, if the 
Earth had been through such catastrophic 
times as posited here, society and its trap- 
ping would be drastically changed. For in- 
stance, the skyscrapers seem relatively in- 
tact above the water line, and I think ero- 
sion and other forces of nature would have 
had some drastic effects over the centuries. 

All of this is of no great importance, at 
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least so far. This is not a story of how socie- 
ty got into its current situation, but rather 
what will happen now that this situation 
exists. However, weak foundations can 
make for a weak structure! Without a solid 
rationale for the state of the society, it may 
become less viable and believable as time 
goes on. Of course, I realize that you may 
not have revealed your full hand yet con- 
cerning the whys and wherefores of the 
situation. 

I found the stories themselves to be quite 
well done. They were fast-paced, witty 
and involving. A real flair for handling 
characters is displayed. It was a very pro- 
mising start to what promises to be an 
engaging series. The combination of weird 
adventure and deftly handled characters 
could be a potent one! 

Yes, it’s adventure and intrigue in a land 
of wondrous chaos! Weird beasts and fierce 
natural conditions batter a group of hardy 
and determined humans, last survivors of 
a once-proud people! Gosh, sort of sounds 
like...like a ‘50s sci-fi flick, doesn’t it? 
Yeah, that’s the ticket!... 


“T.M. Maple” 
Box 1272, Station B, Weston, Ontario Canada 


COMICS’ MYSTERY MAN 


I just finished Xenozoic Tales No. | 
and I loved it. I saw the preview in Death 
Rattle No. 8, and this issue lived up to 
my expectations and then some. 

Artist | writer Mark Schultz is a real 
find—where did he come from? Did he 
study with Wally Wood, or what? You 
might do a bio of him in a future issue; 
I know I'd be interested. 

Well, thanks for another great comic and 
keep ‘em coming. That cover was too 
great. 4 


F. Hannon 
Boston MA 


Mark Schultz is new to comics but not to 
the art field, working up to this time in com- 
mercial and advertising art and illustration. 
Although strongly influenced by Wood, he 
never met the man. Schultz counts Will 
Eisner, Milton Caniff and Harvey Kurtzman 
as three other strong influences, especially in 
a story sense. Strangely enough, Kitchen Sink 
Press publishes all three, and this led Schultz 
to submit work to us last year for possible in- 
clusion in DEATH RATTLE. That story was 
“Mammoth Pitfall,” the second story in 
XENOZOIC TALES No. 2, this issue. We 
didn’t think that particular effort was right for 
DEATH RATTLE but we were impressed 
with his work and asked for another story. His 
second submission was “Xenozoic!”, printed 
in DEATH RATTLE 8 (copies of which are 
still available on the market, or for $2.50 


from us), which introduced Jack and Hannah. 
One thing led to another, and he now has his 
own series. Incidentally, two of the three 
stories in this issue were inked by Steve Stiles, 
who DID work with Wally Wood at one time. 
In future issues, Steve will be pencilling and 
inking one story per issue from a Schultz 
script, while Mark writes, pencils and inks the 
remainder, the majority, of the issue. Final- 
ly, the following letters are in response to 
Schultz’s “Xenozoic!” from DEATH RATTLE 
No. 8 


MUCH IMPRESSED 


I was very much impressed by Mark 
Schultz’s ““Xenozoic!”’ [in Death Rattle 
8]. What a great scene at the end! It 
reminded me of something Clark Ashton- 
Smith might have concocted. I am look- 
ing forward to seeing more of this great lurid 
horror adventure. 


Dal Lazlo 
N2046 Hwy BB, Reeseville WI 53579 


Clark Ashton-Smith was a poet who wrote 
short stories for pulp magazines like WEIRD 
TALES. His stories often put humans and 
animals through strange transformations. As 
a side note, “lurid horror” is not the govern- 
ing basis of XENOZOIC TALES, although it 
might show up now and then. However, we 
like the words “great adventure.” 


NOT LAZY 


When I saw Mark Schultz’s work in 
Death Rattle 8, 1 had to write! I don’t 
make a habit of writing artists. The only 
others have- been Peter Bagge |Weirdo, 
Neat Stuff| and Will Eisner. My first 
love has always been science fiction (and 
horror) and I’m a big EC nut. I see a good 
smack of Wally Wood and Joe Orlando 
in “‘Xenozoic!”’ 

Schultz really has a nice firm style and 
I’m glad it was printed in black and white; 
it shows the quality pen and brush work. 
The cover, though, with its coloring, look- 
ed exactly like an EC cover. Schultz has 


"really impressed my ass! The variety of 


fauna reminded me of reading an Al 
Williamson (the best!) story. Schultz is not 
lazy, and I, for one, appreciate it! 

About the writing, again I must say 
Schultz reminds me of an EC man. Quality 
writing, well-paced action, a good plot, and 
dialogue, and a great twist at the end. 
Good stuff! 

I can’t wait for Xenozoic Tales. I’ve 
cut way back on my altemative titles, but 
that’s one I’ll definitely pick up! If Schultz 
keeps it up, he will be up there with the 
artists I mentioned before. I’m dead serious. 


Don Bishop 
1022 N. Magnolia Dr., Tallahassee FL. 32308 


t 


Mark Schultz’s Xenozoic Tales 

explores a world of the future A 

in which time has gone berserk. venture, 
In June’s issue 3, Jack and - c 

Hannah find themselves in E 

contact with a strange race ntertainment, 
never seen before...yet, 

they are of the Earth, and 

have inhabited it for... Mystery! 
This startling, compelling 

vision is unique; Schultz’s Wr 

art and story invite you to f- 
inhabit this world. 
At least for a time... 


$2.00. All ages. 


sus I'M ONLY 
War pees 
Z NOW 
AREIOLE/ JZ Ai ABOUT... WAIT. 
tj, - SAKE! 


I GOT AN IDEA! 


Eisner’s Dreamer On Sale Now! 


F At Your Comics Shop, or 
3 THE Available From Us 


Will Eisner’s new 

work, The Dreamer, 

is set during the dawn 

of comic books. Not an 
autobiography in the 
classic sense, the book is 
an attempt to confirm the 


OW A A N : aspirations of the dreamers 
aL di! ( ER. among us. “It is a story that 


1 ee: 


should satisfy those curious 
about life in a typical comic 
book studio of the middle 
1930s,” he says. “It is intended 
as a kind of graphic historical 
novel set in the primordial dawn 
of the comic book industry.” 


If you order from 
Kitchen Sink Press, 


we will send you 
NOAPHIC a free Spirit trading card 
ET LLA available nowhere else. 
THe DURING 
HE DAWN OF 
comic Boor eh SS oo an 


f 
Kitchen Sink Press * 2 Swamp Rd. * Princeton f{ 
WI 54968 
Send me: 
(Softcover Dreamer at $5.95 each. 
(JSigned hardcover Dreamer at $17.50 each. 


Name 


Address revere 


$5.95 softcover City State Zip 
$17.50 signed hardcover SS aT SE eG ae ae | 


